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‘chsus took the twelve aside and bc‘gan to tell them what was gofng to ﬁappcn to f_];'m,
saying, ‘Bcﬁo/af we are going up to Jcrusa/cm, and the Son of, Mean will be delivered
to the chief, Pnlests and the scribes; and tﬁcy will condemn [im to death and will hand
f_/fm over to the (Gentiles. 7776:9 will mock [Him and 5}3;’1‘ on /_/lm and él///'frm, and
three a’ays later [Fe will rise from the dead.” Mark JO:32-34

‘Mary Magcfa/cne and the other Mal:y came to look at the grave...

7_/16 ange/ said to i'/76 woman, ’Do not be a[rafc/,- for / know t/ra t you are /oo;éin‘g for

Jcsus who has been crucified. [He is not here, for [Fe has n'scry‘ust as [Je said.”
Matthew 28:1, 5-6

“No resurrection, no Christianity.” Michael Ramsey

“Without the resurrection there would not be Christianity — Christianity stands
or falls with the resurrection, and this single factor makes Christianity remarkably
one of a kind.” Steve Kumar

“I know pretty well what evidence is; and, | tell you, such evidence as that for
the resurrection has never been broken down yet.” Lord Lyndhurst

“If the thing happened, it was the central event in the history of the earth.”
C.S. Lewis

“Christ Himself deliberately staked His whole claim to men upon His resurrection.
When asked for a single sign He pointed to this sign as His single and sufficient
credential.” B.B. Warfield

“The resurrection is God’s “Amen!” to Jesus’ proclamation, ‘It is finished.””
S. Lewis Johnson



The Resurrection as the Central Doctrine of the Christian Faith

The claim: Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem as a human infant and inherited a physical
body in which He lived all His life. Near the end of His life, He was taken before the leadership
of the Jewish nation which persecuted and handed Him over to Roman authorities for
guestioning, torture, and death by crucifixion. Following the verification of His death by Roman
authorities, He was prepared for burial and laid in a borrowed tomb by two of His followers.
After spending three days and three nights (by Jewish reckoning) in the grave, His physical body
was discovered missing from the tomb by two women upon their examination of the tomb.

J e sphysical remains were not in the tomb when inspected by the two women and by His

disciples. All that was seen in the tomb were the burial clothes in which His body had been

wrapped prior to burial. Therefore, Jesus Christ overcame physical death, bodily came out of

the tomb, and was seen alive in and around Jerusalem following His public execution. Over a

period of the next forty days He was seen in the same physical, t hough”bdédgin or i fi ed
which He had lived all His life. Not once following His resurrection from the grave was He

identified by anyone who had previously seen Him as anyone other than the Jesus they had

known in the past.

Luke tells us in Acts 1:9 that following this forty day post-r e sur r ect i onbogilgr i od, “
|l ifted up while they were |l ooking on, and a ¢

The Importance of the resurrection to our salvation:

“That J ededasd aftédvard rssd from the dead is both the central doctrine of
Christian theology and the major fact in a defense of its teachings. This was true in the
firstcenturyc hur ch and re€mains so today."”

The Apostle Peter preached about the reality of the resurrection of Jesus on the Day of
Pentecost in Acts 2:22-24.

”JCSUS the /\/azarene, a man attested to you Z)ﬂ Goc/ with miracles and wonders and S{gns
which (od Pcrformea’ t/zroug/; JFim in your midst, /u5t as you yourse/vcs know — this Man,
delvered over[yy the Prea’eterm[nea’ Io/an and )[orc.énow/ca/gc of God, you nailed to a cross
f)ﬂ the hands of. goa//ess men and put [Fim to death. But (God raised [Him up again, putﬁ/vg
an end to the agony of death, since it was /’mpossfé/c for [Fim to be held in its power.”

The Apostle Paul quoted an early creed when he pointed out the resurrection as a central part
of the gospel itself in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.

! Walter A. Elwell; Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, pg. 938, Baker Publishing, 1984



“For/ delivered to you as of first /'m/oortancc what | also received, that C/?I’/Sf died for our
sins accora’/ng to the 5cr/ptures, and that [Je was raised on the third a’ay accora//’ng to
5cr//'otur€5, and that /7,(:‘ a/olnearcc/ to /D eter, then to the twelve.

Azftcr that / 7’6 ap/ocarca/ to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom
remain alive untf/now, but some have c//ea{' then /7,(:‘ alopearca/ to Jamcs, then to all the
apost/@s; and last of a/[ as to one unt/mc/y /DOI‘I'J) /’7’@ appearec/ to me also.”

The Apostle Paul pointed out the resurrection as the basis of our hope for eternal life in
2 Corinthians 4:13b-14.

“WWe also believe, therefore we also 5pca/<, know/ng that [ Je who raised the [ ord Jesus will

raise us also with _Jesus and will present us with you.”

Paul continues in 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 to point out the basis of our hope.
‘ﬁut now (_hrist has been raised from the dead, the tirst fruits of those who are as/ec/p.

[orsince Z)ﬂ a man came a/cat/7, bﬂ a man also came the resurrection of the dead.

[orasin Adam all die, so also in C/7r/5i' all will be made alive.”

Peter gives us similar assurance in 1 Peter 1:3.

“[5/(:‘55601 be the Goa/ and /: ather of our [_ora’ Jesus C/w/st, who accora//ng to f 7’/'5 great
mercy has caused us to be born aga/n toa //'vfng /70Pc tﬁrougﬁ the resurrection of- Jcsus

C/’7r/5t from the dead..”

The resurrection of Jesus insures Jesus’ victory over death. His victory insures our victory
also.

“Jcsus (Christ abolished death and brougﬁt lite and /'mmorfa//iy to //g/zt t/:rou(g/z the go5pc/ 7
1 [ imothy 1:10

“For [le must reign unt//He /haslout all enemies under [Jis feet. 7776 fast enemy to be
abolished is death.” / Conht/w’ans [15:25-26

The fact that the Bible attests to the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is fully supported by
multiple passages and multiple authors of Scripture. However, the essence/nature of the
resurrection has been explained by skeptics in many ways. Some “spiritualize” the text by
denying the bodily resurrection. Others see this as an “ideal” which awaits future fulfillment
and was not a real event in past history. We need to explore the objections to support our
case for a bodily resurrection.



What happens if a literal bodily resurrection did not happen?
Biblical era thinking on the subject of resurrection.

“Not hi n gckgrioumd of the &reeld Gentile converts at Corinth led them to believe in the

resurrection of the dead. In general, they believed in the immortality of the soul, but not the

resurrection ofthebody. To t hem, the body was the source of
therefore, was the welcomed means by which the soul was liberated from the body.
Resurrection, in their thinking would only en

Bytheendofsecond century A.D., a p(Greekwogifophy Kknown
“ k nowl edogigwouldifusther this thinking in claiming that the material world, including

the body, was to be rejected as evil. To the Gnostic mind, the body being part of the material

world was ‘other than the spirit.’ The two c
other. Therefore, the resurrection of the body was foreign to their thinking. It was also a

license for promiscuous living since there were no ramifications in the spiritual realm for bad

behavior done in the physical body since they were basically independent of one another.

The Jews of that day were split in their beliefs on resurrection. Job, the oldest book in the

Bible, demonstrates that Job himself viewed relief from great sin and suffering as a cause for

him to wait for God’ s deliverance in “Sheol
souls (Ezek.32:17-32) unt i | God’ s wrath was past and he
again (Job 14:7-15).

Some think that prophetic thoughts of national vindication for Israel and prosperity in the

future Day of the Lord first prompted thoughts in Judaism of the resurrection of future

generations. Between the Old and New Testament periods, Hellenized (Greek thinking)

Judaism preferred to think of the immortality of the soul rather than resurrection of the body.

Most Apocryphal writersspeak of t hed§yr asehl i k the’lghtaneégoydf made
God."”

By the first century A.D. most Jews held to a general resurrection; rabbis argued Abraham

believed (Heb. 11:19) in a resurrection as did the Pharisees who expected a resurrection of the

just (Acts 23:8). In addition, some separatist groups within Judaism such as the Essenes and

Qumran covenanters also believed in a resurrection of the dead.

The Sadducees, who were the leading political influence in the Jewish world o f Jesus’ day,
denied any resurrection as being against the teachings of Moses and possibly as a foreign idea

(Mark 12:18). A few, holding the body to be evil denied resurrection altogether.

? Charles C. Ryrie; Ryrie Study Bible, New American Standard Version, footnote to 1 Cor. 15:12, pg. 1839.
Moody, 1995.
3 Elwell; Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, Resurrection of the Dead, pg. 942-43.



Modern Objections to the Resurrection:
Three categorical “critical” arguments against the resurrection.

I"

1. Denial — Agnostic position — Jesus was not resurrected.

This school of thought claims that the exact nature of the encounters of the followers of
Jesus with the “resurrected Christ” cannot be determined from the New Testament.
The New Testament does not give sufficient evidence to support a bodily resurrection.
Therefore, the resurrection event can only be known by faith completely apart from
historical verification.

2. Postponement — Failure to deal with the resurrection as historic.
(i.e.) WS a esdrrectiolds not a past historical event, but a future event.

This school of thought claims the resurrection is not demonstrable by historic
methodology. The appearances themselves were private revelations which are

indicative of a future eschatologicale X i st enc e. “Any transfor mat

disciples following the death of Jesus necessitates a cause whichwasJ e S u s
which were *

This positnynt deoedinsadi pllees saw somet hing
subjective (real) visions but actual experiences—t hey wer e “spiritual

appear a
visionary” experi®ences of 1igh

risen Lord,” (i . e. ) Thdsdwvieionspsiraedto & fitwgetigeh o st of

when the disciples would themselves be resurrected into a spiritual existence.

3. Non-literal body —Jesusarose Ay | GALIANAR(Gdzrf 02R& dé

The position accepts the historic probability that Jesus was literally raised from the dead

—vyet, instead of a real corporealresurrec t i on body, Jesus appeared

which was recognized as Jesus, who appeared from heaven and was accompanied by a
phenomenon of light.

This view is errant in that it fails to read the Biblical text in a literal-normative manner.
This interpretive method does injustice to the original intent of the author and the
direct reading of the historical records as written down by those who were there in
Jerusalem following the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This interpretation disregards both
the genre and literary integrity of the historic gospel accounts.

4 Ewell; Evangelical Dictionary of Theology.



Modern Support for the Historic Reality of the Resurrection:
(There are three major schools of thought in support of the literal bodily resurrection of
Jesus.)

1. Failure to explain away the facts as recorded in Scripture.
The failure of alternative theories to disprove the resurrection supports
the resurrection as a historical fact.

Naturalistic, anti-Supernatural theories have failed to explain away the event of the
resurrection of Jesus, chiefly because the objections against it are refuted by historical
facts.

For example, the SwoonTheoryc ont ends t hat Jewaoenedly temp
instead of experiencing physical death on the cross and was later revived when his body

was placed in the cool environment of the tomb. Thus, the disciples saw a Jesus that

was never really completely dead.

Evidence against the Swoon Theory would include known facts about the thoroughness
of Roman crucifixion techniques and medical ramifications of Roman crucifixion.

Here are some medical ramifications to think about:

Jesus was beaten beyond recognition prior to the crucifixion, losing much blood.

Jesus hands and feet were pelmgtosinghoeed by RO
blood. These wounds were in no way treated to prevent the loss of blood.

The possibility of infection alone argues against a physical recovery in a short three days.

In addition, Roman guards thrust a long spearhead into the pericardial cavity drawing

water and blood out of Jesus’ <chest

In addition, Scripture records the Roman guards preparedt o br eak Jesus'’ | e
an accelerated death. They determined that it was not necessary due to the fact that

these guards determined he was already dead. Roman crucifixion regulars were well

acquainted with death and readily recognized it.

How inspiring would a bloodied and broken Messiah be following these events even if

he had survived? Would anyone believe him resurrected with a battered appearance?

™~

In addition, Jewish authorities ask Pilate to take extraordinary measures to guard the

tomb of Jesus to insure that no one stole the body. Joseph of Aramethea and

Nicodemus requested the body of Jesus to insure it was not left on the cross during

Passover, and they then prepared it for burial. Pilate took measures to assure the body

wasn’'t stolen by placing a seal upon the t
tomb. The guards watched the tomb of Jesus knowing their lives were at stake.



Another theory has been the Hallucination Theory. In this theory, it is said that the
disciples and most of Jerusalem would have experienced something akin to mass
hypnosis. What they saw was what they wanted to see, not a real Jesus come back
from the grave. Mass hysteria would have generated this phenomenon. This is unlikely
following a major public event like a crucifixion as the Passover was completed and
people were heading back to their homes three days later. The general mood was
somber, not hysterical following the execution of Jesus.

2. The second argument in favor of the literal bodily resurrection of Jesus is
the historical evidence to support the Scriptural record.

For example:

e The eyewitness testimony of those who saw the resurrected Jesus

e The guarded, yet empty tomb

e The inability of the Jewish authorities to disprove the claims of the eyewitnesses
and the subsequent conversion of skeptics like Paul, and James the brother of
Jesus.

e Theextento f J e s-rassrrectigh appetrances, and the duration of his 40
day stay in and around Jerusalem following the event.

John’s gospel records the sightings of Jesus following his resurrection:
i. Early morning —Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene and others

ii. Afternoon —Jesus speaks to Peter
iii. Evening —Jesus walks and talks with two disciples on the road to Emaeus.

iv. Evening —Jesus appears to the disciples in the very same upper room
where just days bef operewjththHere.'Tbmae nj oy e d
is not present.

v. The Following Sunday — Jesus again appears to the disciples with Thomas
present.

vi. Inall, Jesus appears to Thomas, Peter, Nathaniel, James, John, and two
other unnamed disciples during these 40 days.

vii. Over the next 40 days — Jesus appears to seven disciples by the sea
Jesus appears to his half brother James and
500 other witnesses
Jesus appears to the 12 apostles just prior to his
ascension back to heaven.



3. The transformed lives of the disciples of Jesus following the crucifixion
argues strongly for the fact that they “saw something” that inspired them
to the point of martyrdom.

Something took the disciples from despondency and hiding in shame to a new zeal as
witnessed by their friends, and to a new boldness as witnessed by their enemies.

Two factors drove the apostles of Christ to die for their faith:
1. They personally saw the risen Christ.
2. Their belief in Jesus as the Son of God.

Church father Tertullian said in the second century:
G¢KS of 2Z2ARIZMNABI K GKS aSSR 27
e Jesus —slainin 33 A.D. for the sins of the world.

Stephen —stoned to death in 34 A.D.

James, Son of Zebedee —beheaded in 44 A.D.

Philip — scourged, imprisoned, crucified in 54 A.D.

Matthew —slain with a halberd (half sword/half axe) in 60 A.D.

e James, half brother of Jesus — at age 94 he was beaten, stoned,
and dashed to death with a club.

e Matthias —stoned and beheaded

Andrew — crucified on a modified cross

Mark —dragged to pieces in Alexandria, Egypt

Peter —crucified upside down in Rome in 65 A.D.

Paul —beheaded by Nero in Rome in 65 A.D.

Thaddeus (Jude) —crucified in 72 A.D.

Bartholomew — beaten and crucified in India

Thomas —thrust through with a spear in India

Luke —hanged on an Olive tree in Greece

Simon — crucified in Africa in 74 A.D.

e Barnabas —crucified in 73 A.D.

e John —the only apostle not to be martyred.
John died in old age after being cast into a cauldron of hot oil and
exiled to a rocky island called Patmos. He was believed to have
died in Ephesus at a very old age.

Christians continued to die under repeated persecutions due to their belief in the
resurrected Savior. The church exploded in growth despite deadly opposition.

® Persecution of Nero —70 A.D.
® Domitian —81 A.D.
® Trajan—108 A.D.

(et

(0p))



Marcus Arelius —162 A.D.
Servius —192 A.D.
Maximus —235 A.D.
Decius —249 A.D.
Valerian —257 A.D.
Diocletian —303 A.D.

According to the Apostle Paul, the resurrection is essential to all other claims of
Christianity. He points out what happens to our theology without the reality of
the resurrection.

1 Cor. 15:14-19 says “f (hrist has not been raised..
e Qur Preaching is invain
° Your]cai’ch is also in vain..worthless
e \We are scen as false witnesses
o \We are still in our sins
° The dead have Perished without the hoPe of heaven
o Weve lived a Point]ess life
e Weareto be Pitied more than anyone else

e We might as well eat, clrink, and be merry for tomorrow we die (vs. 52)

Resurrection: A Theological Necessity.
(Sotereologically (Salvation), and Eschatologically (Future Prophetic).)

In Philippians 2:5-11 is a key passage on the humility of Christ prior to His first advent.
His decision to become a man began His long march to the cross and up from the grave.

“(hrist_Jesus, who existed in the form of (30d (same nature and essence as Gdeb. 1:14;

John 1:1Col. 1:1517; Col. 2:§ did not rcgarc/equa//ty with Goa/a t/whg to [chraspec/, but
cm/ot/ea/ / 7//7756/{ ta,é/n‘g the form of a 5/3\/6, and bel’n‘g made in the lkeness of men.. 5@//73

found in the appearance as a man, / "/Jc humbled /’7’/}7756/1[ in obedience to the /Do/mL of death

on a cross.”

10



We might paraphrase the NASB phrase, “in the formof (God”t 0 r ead “ Who, though
same nature as God, did not think this something to be exploited to His own advantage.”

Thisa {1 Sy2aAiaé 2N ad ohtisidariigHis idcFnation dbed ot mEah that He

surrendered any attributes of Deity, but that He took on the limitations of humanity. This

involved a veiling of His pre-incarnate glory (John 17:5) and the voluntary nonuse of some of His
divine prerogatives during the time of His st
truly God and truly man. To deny either the deity or humanity of Christ requires denying the

other.?

There is a progression demonstratng the impact of the incarnation of Christ:
o No decision by Jesus to come = no incarnation
e Noincarnation = no perfect human withoutAdam’ s si n natur e
e No Second Adam = no One to meet the requirements of the Law
e Noincarnation = No perfect life lived in fulfillment of the Law
No incarnation = no shed blood, no physical death in our place
No innocent, willing, and able incarnate sacrifice = no sin substitute

e No sin substitute = no imputed sin to Christ, and we pay the penalty for our sins

e No blood spilled = no sins of the world taken away

e No bl ood spilled = no One made to “be sin

e Noonemade“t o be sin for usnesscfGoho i mputed rig

e No death for sins = no forgiveness of sin

e No ransom for sin = ,nopopitiseidnsis e from sin’

e No sin forgiven = eternal damnation for the entire human race

e No incarnation = No transfer from the domain of darknesstothe Ki ngdom o f Go
Beloved Son

e No incarnation = no taking away “of decre

e No incarnation = no resurrection, His or ours.

(Phil. 2:5-11; 1 John 1:1-3; Rom. 5:12-21; Matt. 5:17; Matt. 3:15; 4:18; John 19:30; Rom.
8:1-4; Heb. 7:26-27; Heb. 10:5; 2 Cor. 5:21; Acts 3:14-15; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5; Gal.
3:13; Col. 1:13-14; 2:13-14; Rom. 3:25; Heb. 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10)

Here’s the progression of the impact of the resurrection of Christ:
e Noresurrection =no demonstrationof God’ s power over death
No resurrection = no victory over the grave
No resurrection = no victory over the fear of death
No resurrection = no assurance of our resurrection
No resurrection = no future reign with Christ in kingdom glory
No resurrection = No glorification of our bodies and spirit

> Charles Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible: New American Standard Bible, Moody Press, 1995. Footnote on Phil.
2:5,6,7. Pg. 1890

11



e No resurrection = No access to the throne of God

e No resurrection = No coming of the Holy Spirit to empower, teach, and gift us
(Acts 2:22-36; 3:13-15; John 14:16-18; 16:7; 1 Cor. 15:54-56; 2 Cor. 4:13-14; 1 Peter
1:3; 1 Tim. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:25-26; Rom. 8:15; Heb. 2:15; 5:9; 9:27-28; 10:19-25)

It is His resurrection that insures our resurrection.
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 reassures us of the reality of Christ’s resurrection.

“Rut now (Christ has been raised from the dead. the first fruits of those who are as/cclo (who
have P/ys/ca/{g died). [orsince 1’75 a man came death (Adam’s fall into sin and our /)nputcc/

sin nature), bﬂ aman ( Jesus’ incarnation) also came the resurrection from the dead.

[orasin Aa’am all a//'c, so0 also in C/7r/'5t all will be made alive ( will be resurrected from the
a/eaay. 7

This brings about the hope of our resurrection as expressed in Romans 8:23.

“We ourselves, ha ving the first fruits of the 5/:7/%/1? (T hef 70/5 5p1h't whose presence nus
guarantees the full Com/o/ei'/on of our salva t/'on){ even we ourselves groan within ourselves

waiting cagcr/y forour aa’o/ot/on as sons, the rea/@m/ot/bn of the [700’5. ?

This expectation is based upon the promise that our salvation will be complete as seen in
Romans 8:29-30.
“777056 whom he )[orcbvemg /7@ also Pr@c/csi'/hec/ to become conformed to the /Mag@ of f 7/5

50/7, so that H@ would be the firstborn among marny [7ret/7ren; and these whom H@
Pr@d@sffnec/, f'fe also ca//caf- and these whom / 7’6 Ca//cd, f 7,6 also /’ustiﬁccf; and these whom
/ 76 j’ust/}[/'caf / 7’6 also g/or/)[/cd ”

What happens to us when we die?

1. Believers exist in this life in a mortal body which eventually will decay and die.
“We know that if the carfﬁ{g tent which is our house is torn a/own, we have a f)u//dfng from

(70d. a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Forindeed in this house we
groan, /ong/ng to be clothed with our c/wc///ng from heaven...so that what is mortal will be
swallowed up bﬂ //fc...;énowing that while we are at home in the éoc/y we are absent from
the [ ord..” 2 (Corinthians 5:1-9

e Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible, New American Standard Version, footnote to Romans 8:23, pg. 1802
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2. Believer’s are appointed a time by God (unknown to us) when we will die physically.
Our souls will go to heaven at that time but our physical remains stay behind on earth.
We go immediately into the presence of the Lord in heaven and are judged by grace.

“It js ap/oo/ntco/ for men to die once (no rc/ncarnat/on} and after this comcsjua/gmcnt ”

/ 7@5/‘6 ws 9:27

3. Unbelievers who die without coming to personal faith in the finished work of Jesus
Christ, who have notaccepte d Jesus’ bl ood payment on the
their sins (Rom. 3:23; Rom. 6:23) will die physically and spiritually, and be judged
immediately (Heb. 9:27) as lost. They will begin their eternal existence in a place of
punishment described in various ways with various terms in Scripture.

In the Old Testament, the place of departed unbelieving souls was called “Sheol.”

“Sheo”was thought of as “an intermediate st at
to their lives on earth. "It is predominantly found in the poetic literature of the OT thus

leaving its meaning in each case dependent upon the context of the passage in which it

is found.

In the OT the word “Sheol” is used in six different ways:
1. A place from which no one can save himself (Ps. 89:48).
Once there, a person has no hope of returning to the realm of the living
(Job 7:9).
The place where all people go upon death (Gen. 37:35; 42:35; 44:29, 31).
A place where the wicked go upon death (Job 21:13; Ps. 9:17; 31:17; 49:14).
A place from which the righteous are saved (Ps. 49:15; 86:13; Prov. 15:24).
A place over which God has absolute sovereignty (Prov. 15:11; Job 26:6).
No one can escape from God in Sheol (Amos 9:2) because God himself brings
people down toit (1Sam.2 : 6 ) . God’ s wrath burns th
6. “Sheol” is used a’'gHaba2:5ptentirdef (Rrovrl:1X);o0r “ gr €
and “great sin” (Isa. 28:15).

e wN

The OT saints had a hope of life hereafter. They first though both the righteous and the
wicked initially go to Sheol when they die, but the righteous are delivered from it, whereas the
wicked remain there. This view is supported by many OT teachings that contrast the ultimate
end of the wicked from the righteous.8

The New Testament also uses the term “Sheol” when it uses quotes from the OT.

For example, in the Gospels it represents a place of punishment (Matt. 11:23; Luke 10:15) and a

place whose power cannot withstand the church (Matt. 16:18). In Acts 2:27-31, Peter quotes

Psalm 16:8-11inordertoprove t hat t he Oeburrgetiorefdm tbetgevd. J e s u s’

’Ewel |, Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, “Sheol,
8 Ewell, Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, pg. 1011
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In the New Testament the place of the departed unbelieving souls has three terms:
Wl I RSATQ ardMEIRSY Y I TQ

The Greek word “Hades,” is virtually synonymous with the Hebrew idea of ‘Sheol,’ the place-
name of the abode of the dead. While, the word itself has no doctrinal implication of reward or
punishment, Luke 16:23 clearly calls it a place of punishment of the wicked dead. Where the
OT only begins to suggest a difference in the eternal destinies of the wicked and the righteous,
the NT develops the idea more fully.

When the Lord Jesus Christ brings life and immortality to light (2 Tim. 1:10), He reveals the
reality of both eternal gain and eternal loss. Thus, the idea only introduced in the OT matures
into the NT doctrine of eternal punishment.

Those who die without Christ go to Hades, where there is torment (Luke 16:19-31). They will
later be brought from Hades to appear before the Great White Throne judgment, after which
they will be cast into the lake of fire and experience eternal damnation (Rev. 20:11-15). Hades
could then be viewed as an intermediate state of punishment for the unbelieving dead
between their death and future resurrection when they will begin their eternal existence in the
Lake of Fire “prepared for the devil and his

“Gehenna” was originally the name of the Valley of Hinnom, a valley to the southwest of
Jerusalem and a place of Baal worship and the sacrificing of children to the idol god Molech

(2 Kings 16:3). Jeremiah prophesied that this place would become a place of shame and
punishment (Jer. 7:32). Because of such associations, by the first century B.C. ghenna came to
be used metaphorically for the hell of fire, the place of the everlasting punishment of the
wicked. Of the twelve uses of the word in the NT, eleven are in the synoptic Gospels and are
the words of Jesus himself. Jesus used the word in the same sense as it historically had been
used.’

‘Gehenna,’” as opposed to ‘Hades,’ is thus seen to be the eternal abode of the wicked.

‘Gehenn awould be another name for ‘eternal hell.’

“Hell” is the most definitive term used in Scripture to describe a place of future punishment of

the unbelievingdead. “ Hel | ” i s al so used to describe the
Hebrew and two Greek words are transl ated in
was below Hades, where divine punishment was endured comparable to that in Hades.™

Darkness, gloom, forgetfulness, and distance from God are also implied in the word (Ps. 6:5;

Isa. 38:18). Wherever it is used in the NT it refers to eternal damnation.

Il n the NT, “Hell” is seen as “unquemnehapMet i
13:42, 50); “blackness and darkness” (Jude 13
(Rev. 21:8); and a place “preparted for the de

® Ibid, pg. 439

% Ewell, Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, pg. 506

Y Ibid.
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No matter which term is used for the place where unbelievers go following their physical
death, it is always a place of punishment where the disembodied souls of those awaiting
judgment according to “works,” instead of “grace,” exist.

Application: A question sometimes asked by those who oppose the idea of a loving God
sending anyone into a place of eternal torment, is this: If we die physically and only our souls
go off into eternity, how can a spirit feel physical pain (i.e. from flames for example)?

Response: As with Jesus and other resurrected saints who are said in Scripture to eat, touch
one another, dwell in a house, embrace, speak, hear, and laugh together, so it is with the
eternal state of the lost. The torments of hell will be “felt” and endured without relief in their
new eternally equipped resurrected bodies. As saints are said to enjoy perfected yet earthlike
pleasures in heaven, so the unbelieving will endure the worst of earthlike conditions in hell.

Paul’s point is that when we die we enter a new state/type of existence.

Our bodies are buried, cremated, entombed, destroyed in war or by accident, and we cease to

live physically on this planet. Our physical remains go back to dust but remain on earth.

Our souls, inner man, spirit goes to heaven to be in the presence of the Lord immediately upon
physical death. Thus, prior to the rapture o
are separated from their physical remains. The souls of the unbelieving will enter a place of

punishment called Hades/hell as described above to await their resurrection at the end of the

millennial era on earth.

Paul explains the nature of our resurrected existence in 1 Corinthians 15:35-58.
“Somcone will say, JHow are the dead raised? And with what kind of [éOG,ﬂ do i'/nfy

come? You fool! T/iai' which you sow does not come to life unless it dies...there are
/’763\/617/5 bodies and eartﬁ{g tgoc//'es, but the g/orﬂ of the Aeavcn/y /s one, and the (g/ory
of the eart/7/y is another.

50 also is the resurrection of the dead. Jtis sown a p@r/l;/za/?/c [éOGIﬂ) jtis raised an
/mpér/s/mb/e éoa/ﬂ,- it is sown in c//'5/70/70/; it is raised in g/orﬂ; it is sown in Wea,éness, itis
raised in power; it is sown a natural [700/5, it is raised a spl'r/’fua/ éodﬂ. [fthere is a
natural boa’y, there is also a s/o/’r/'tua/ Eoc/ﬂ. Now / say i'/z/ls, [7rct/7rcn, that Hesh and
blood cannot inherit the k/ngc/om of Goa{- nor does the Pcr[sﬁab/@ inherit the
/mpcr/s/%ab/c. 7

The objection:

Paul was faced with the objection in Corinth that the resurrection of the body was impossible.
Once the body dies, it decomposes and decays and no one can reassemble it again. For
example, if a sailor dies at sea and is buried at sea, a fish might eat his body. The atoms and
molecules of his body might become part of the cellular makeup of the fish. If a fisherman then
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caught that fish and dined on it, the fish wo
fisherman died, was buried and his body returned to the dust of the ground, his body would
make up part of the dirt in which crops were planted. If wheat was sown in the ground where

the fisherman’s dust held it, and someone har
t he wheat woul d become par trewhdtwetedtleThegpdinhissr ° s b o
how does that original sailor’s dead body eve
Paul actually responds to this type of thinki

The Corinthians did not, and most today do not, view favorably a resurrection that simple
involves the resuscitating of human corpses. Paul is here explaining that the resurrection in
Christ is something more, namely the resurrection of believers in glorified and transformed
bodies fit for eternity.

Paul (vs. 37) uses the analogy of a seed of grain. It goes into the ground as one type (seed), and

it comes up out of the ground as another type
same seed but in a different form. A new form of life springs from the death of the original

seed.

Paul further points out the different types of animal, fish, and bird life (v 39) that exist, all in
differing environments with bodies suited for a particular environment. In the same sense,
there are mortal bodies designed to exist on earth in the material world and bodies designed
for life in the eternal spiritual world.

This first type of mort al body goes into the
di shonor” (v43), “sown irmlwéakyes "vs(v 443),, ““*
Adam, who is of the earth” (v47), all terms w

death or the rapture of the church. It is mortal, fragile, and destined for decay.
In contrast, there are also immortal human bodies transformed and fit for eternal existence in

heaven in the spiritual worl d. These bodies
glory” (v43), “raised in power” (v43), and *“r
Adam,Jesus, who is a |ife giving spirit” (v 45) wt

bodies will be different than our mortal bodies, we will be the same person in eternity that we
were in life.

Application:

This teaching should do away with all questions about whether a sailor, soldier, or airman

gK2aS 02Re& o6l a GFLER2NRAI SR AY 6 NE GAff 0S aal f
found and resurrected. Any whose body has been burned to ashes, crushed out of existence

by an accident, or any other such event can and will be resurrected. Anyone who has been

cremated and whose ashes have been spread about will in the same manner be found and

resurrected.

God’s intent for wus iIis to “be made inhas and co
been bodily raised from the dead so we will be bodily resurrected from the dead to our final

16



transformation to God’s i mage. We wi | | be |
noted in particular in Luke 24:36-4 3 . Jesus’ yisaanedelofithe ané wewith b od
have at our resurrection.

“The characteristics of Christ’s body bear el
invited the disciples to examine his resurrected body so that they would know beyond a

shadow of a doubt that it was the exact same one that been fatally tormented. He went so far

as to say to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; s
my si de. Stop doubting and believe (John 20:
immaterial (only spiritual) body, he would be guilty of misleading his disciples by conning them.

Jesus also ate food as proof of the nature of his resurrected body. Dr. Luke says the disciples

‘gave Jesus a piece of broiled fish,48phd’ he t
I n fastwasSJeatuing’ with his disciples prior t
Jesus provided the final exclamation mark for his physical resurrection by telling the disciples

that his resurrected body was aondctipsesed bé& §a
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you s

Application:

As Jesus was recognized after his resurrection by his friends, so we will be recognized by our

friends and family in heaven. We will engage in activities similar to those in this life. We will be

able to hug, partake of Rée. “Imar7) agearsd perjro )
Father’' s hod)se” (IAhinhdugh there will be no mar
relationships, or offspring born in heaven, we will be able to partake of the holy activities we

enjoy such as singing and worship (Rev. 4:1ff; 7:9-17). We will enjoy relationships with loved

ones and talk and fellowship together.

We will be able to speak to one another. Scripture tells us we will also sing and worship the

Lamb. At the same time, we will alsobeableto Gt A TG dzLJ Ay G2 KSI @Sy 6
My 0 ®£ 2S gAfft tAQS AYy 02RASE &adzZAGSR F2NJ f
physical decay or decline (1 Cor. 15:35ff). There will be no more death, funerals, or hospitals

(Rev. 21:4).

O
T

1 O
ATS

Paul goes on to describe the order of the end time resurrections in
1 Corinthians 15:23-26.

The souls of believers will return with the Lord for the church at the rapture event.
At the rapture of the church (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) Paul tells us;

“ 3od will bnhg with [Him those (souls on[g) who have fallen as/ccp n Jcsus. ?

At the rapture event, the physical remains of church age believers, Jews and Gentiles alike will
rise from their resting place and be reunited with their souls. This is what is meant by the term
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“glorified.” We are ultimately *“Saved” when
salvation is completed as we enter a state of existence where threat of physical harm and death

no | onger exists. Weh "wialsl iPRahesho7: 15628 irdudinge of “ t
physical appetites which always presented a stumbling block for us in this life.

1 Corinthians 15:23-26 Paul then tells us:

“But cach ( will be rcsun'cctcd) in his own order...
i. _Jesusthe firsthruits’~-J esus’ resurrection is the proto

He rose from the dead first and is the pattern for our later resurrection.
The type of body He inhabited following His resurrection will be like the one we acquire.

2. After that, those who are (hrist’s at [Jis coming...

At the rapture of the chur c-lThes{4ol418) “gat her
Thed RS R AY / KN &niiChircK Agé believBlRvkp Sas dfed dxidr to thé

rapture will be bodily resurrected before Christians who are living on earth at that time.

Their soul will return with Jesus and their body will be raised to reunite with their soul.

Christians living on earth at the time of the rapture of the church will be the next group
caught up together in the air, body and soul to be with Christ in heaven.

3. “Tﬁcn comes the cnc‘/, when f'fc hands over the ;éfngdom to the Goa’ and /: at/m/;
when [He has abolished all aui'/ron'rgy and Fowcr...for JHe must reign until [ e has put all
[His enemies under [His feet...

Following seven years of total judgment poured out on the earth as described in the

Revelation to John, Christ returns to the Earth and establishes His Millennial kingdom on

Earth. The Anti-Christ (Beast) and all others exercising temporary world power are
destroyed and putinapl ace callled pHadesof the dead.”

At the time of the Second Coming of Christ prior to the establishment of the millennial
kingdom on earth (which is a different event than the rapture of the church), Old
Testament saints will be bodily resurrected as their souls and bodies are reunited and
glorified, to share in the blessings of the Millennial Kingdom on earth, according to
Daniel 12:1-2.

“771@/‘6 will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until
that time (TheTribulation) and at that time everyone who is found written in the book
will be rescued. Many of those who s/ccp in the dust of the grouna/ will awaéc, these
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to 6V6r/astfng Ife... t/)eﬂ will shine [7/‘/5/71‘/5 ke the brg/)tncss of the expanse of heaven,

and those who lead the many to r{g/:tcousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

Daniel 12:1-2

A direct reference to the resurrection of saints martyred during the seven years of the
tribulation is given in Revelation 20:4. These saints will be resurrected prior to the
beginning of the 1,000 year millennial reign of Christ on earth along with resurrected
Old Testament saints.

‘ﬂnc/ / saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their t@st/monﬂ of

Jcsus and because of the Worc/ of Goc/, and those who had not Wors/wlbloca/ the
beast or his /mage, and had not received a mark on their forehead and on their Aand;

and f/7(:‘ﬂ came to life ana]rc/:gnca/ with (hrist for a tﬁousanc/y@ars. ” Revelation 20:4

Revelation 20:5b-6 also calls this resurrection of tribulation saints prior to the

establishment of the millennial kingdom,“ The f i r st resurrection.

“[ his is the first resurrection. Plessed and /70/5 is the one who has a part in the First
resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but t/my will be Pr/'ests of
(od and of (hrist and w///re{gn with [Fim for a tﬁousana’ycars. ” Revelation 20:5b-6

The following verse, Rev. 20:5 gives a prelude to the judgment awaiting the wicked dead

who will be raised to face judgment after the millennium. (This is a parenthetical

comment by the author which is best read as being bracketed by parenthesis. This

reading (e.g. NETBible)c or rect |l y connects the phrase,
back to Rev. 20:4.)

( ”7776 rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were COITI/D/CfCC/. ”)

In support of the reference in Rev. 20:5a, Revelation 20:11-13 further describes the
resurrection of the unrighteous unbelieving masses throughout history which will be
resurrected at the end of the Millennial Kingdom age. These people will be bodily raised
as soul and body reunite only to face the Great White Throne Judgment where their

“ w o F dotsgrace, is their only standard of judgment. The time for receiving Christ

“ bgyace through faith (Eph.2:8-9) ” i s now gone.

“7—/’7617 / saw a great white throne and /’7’//77 who sat upon /t, from whose presence carth
and heaven [/cc/awaﬂ, and no P/acc was found for them. And/saw the c/caa{ the
great and the 5ma/[ 5tana/fng before the t/7ronc, and books were o/oencc/,- and another
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book was opcncaf which is the book of. //}[c; and the dead were juc/(gca/ from the t/)/hgs
which were written in the 50045, accora//hg to their deeds. And the sea gave up the
dead who were in it, and death and [Jades gave up the dead which were in t/nem; and
t/mﬂ were jua/gcaf everyone accora//ng to their deeds.” Revelation 20:11-13

The physical remains of the wicked dead will be resurrected at the end of the 1,000
year Millennial Kingdom on earth when Christ will conduct the “Great White Throne
judgment.”

Like Jesus and previously resurrected saints, the resurrected bodies of unbelievers will

be reunited with their souls. These souls come up from Hades and will be rejoined with

their resurrected physical remains at the last judgment. With only their
standardforjy udgment , by which “no one wil/ be ju
inevitable future will be an eternal existence in hell.

“T hen death and [ Jades were thrown into the lake of fire. | his is the second death,
the lake of fire. Ana/ /}[anyonc’s name was not found written in the book of . //}[c, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:14-15

Jesus Himself summed it up well in John 5:28-29;

“I' o not marvel at this: foran houris coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear
[Fis voice, and will come )fort/y those who did the gooa’ deeds to a resurrection of- //7[6,
those who committed evil deeds to a resurrection ozﬂ’ua/gmcnt. ” John 5:28-29

The words those who have done good and those who have doneevil( “ wor t hl es s
things”,; c¢cf. 3:20) by themselves might i mp
because of evil deeds, but a consisdqcer ati on
3:17-21; 6:28-29). Those who are truly born again do live a different kind of life. They

obey Him (14:15), they abide in Him (15:5-7), and they walk in the light (8:12; 1 John

1:7). They are saved by the Lamb of God who, as their substitutionary Sacrifice, takes

away the penalty of their sin. Salvation is by faith in Christ. Damnation is because of
rejection of GBd's Son (John 3:36).

Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge
commentary : An exposition of the scripturétheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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As we have seen, the resurrection of all believers occurs in stages, and the
resurrection of the wicked dead will be resurrected for judgment all at once at
the end of the Millennium.

The resurrection of “The Heavens and the Earth.”
What happens to the physical environment in which humanity existed?

The Revelation to John is clear that Jesus will return to earth (Rev. 19), wipes out all opposition
and establish a 1,000 millennial kingdom on the present earth. Although much of the support
for the millennial kingdom has to be drawn from the OT prophets, Revelation 20 mentions
“1, 000 year s” s tkepériodmfel £ sfutee rolecahdeeigreon eargh. t 0

During this reign, conditions on the earth will continually improve both environmentally and

spiritually. Jesus will “rule with a rod of
His sole rule during that future age. The world will be populated with believers and with those
who wi || be born dur i ng Rdgandiess, alltwill taeom@erely y et don

submitted to the perfect governance of Jesus Christ. There will be no more war, no more
political strife, and no more abuse of power or exploitation of one another or the environment.
These conditions can only mean that the Earth will rest and heal from the damaging effects of
sin and judgment so prevalent during human history and the tribulation period.

However, Revelation 21:1 refers to that time following the thousand year reign of Christ and
following the last judgment, when the New Jerusalem “comes down from heaven.”

“7776/7 /5aw a new heaven and a new earf/;; for the first heaven and the first carth Passeal

away, and there is no /ongcranﬂ sea.” Revelation 21:1

What happens to the present heaven and earth?

Is it recreated (resurrected) or destroyed?

Will the cradle of humanity be obliterated, or, will this universe, including Earth,
be our home for all eternity?

There are two schools of thought on this subject:

Hank Hanegraaff, president of The Christian Research Institute and popular speaker and radio
host, expresses one school of thought in his book entitled “Resurrection.”*?

“The hope of the Christian is not only that G
wilal so redeem the physical cosmos. I n the wor

2 Hank Hanegraaff, Resurrection, 2000, Word Publishing.
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Christian faith is not the mere immortality of the soul, but rather the resurrection of the body

and the renewal of al l C r e asdrrection of the phy€ical bodys r e d e
and the renewal of the universe, including Planet Earth. The grand and glorious truth that we

will once again walk this physical pl anet s
expression “a new (hRew.en2h:nd) 'a inewnetarmérant t c
that is totally other than this present earth
cosmos totally other than the present one, but the creation of a universe which, though it has
beengloriouslyr enewed, stands in continuity with the
Comment:

As noted by his quote of Dr. John Piper, a respected Covenant-Reformed theologian, this view

does not differentiate the 1,000 year millennial kingdom on earth and the coming down of the

New Jerusalem, which is better understood as a heavenly city in the eternal state. Hanegraaff

sees only the eternal state when he refers to this continuity of the present heavens and earth.
Hanegraaff refers to thisdiltréw@walh” meywnsotihreg
heavens and the new earth” are new in the sen
in quality.”

In other words, this view would lend itself to an interpretation of Scripture which would

support the Covenant position which sees the 1,000 year reign of Christ as presently occurring

during the church age, instead of as a separate future age. A literal-normative hermeneutic

method of interpreting Scripture will demonstrate a differentiation between an earthly

millennial kingdom and the coming of the eternal state which begins at the end of the earthly

mill enni um. This view is also supported by H
including Piper, Anthony Hoekema, and E. Thurneysen.16

Earthlike activities such as lions laying down with lambs, children being born, and an warlike
rebellion at the end of the millennial kingdom period, occur in the millennial kingdom age as
clearly portrayed in Scripture. Because of these passages, Covenant theologians are left with
the task of explaining how these activities take place in the eternal New Jerusalem, which they
equate as the only end time state of existence. In their scheme of things, these events must
take place in the New Jerusalem, not in an earthly millennial kingdom. Therefore, heaven must
be “eart hl i ke "earthlike actovitie ® dccuf irothe etérrial atstee

A second school of thought would view the end time scenario quite differently.
Pre-millennial thinking on the “New Heavens and a new earth,” would see an entirely new
creation totally distinct from the present universe. In this end time scenario, there is a clear
distinction between an earthly millennial kingdom (Rev. 20) and the eternal state
represented by The New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1-4).

" Hanegraaff, pg. 86-87
 Ibid.
'® Ibid., pg. 86-89.
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In regard to the phrase in Revelation 20:11, “the present heaven and earth fled away,” the
guestion has been raised as to whether the earth and the starry heavens as they are today
will be destroyed at this point in the future or will be simply restored to a new state of purity.
Many references in the Bible suggest that the earth and the heavens, as now known, will be
destroyed (cf. Matt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 16:17; 21:33; 2 Peter 3:10-13). This is confirmed
by the opening statement of Revelation 21, “The first heaven and the first earth had passed
away.”

The present universe was created like a gigantic clock which is running down, and if left to
itself, would ultimately come to a state of complete inactivity. Inasmuch as God created the
universe and set it in motion for the purpose of enacting the drama of sin and redemption, it
would seem proper to begin anew with a new heaven and a new earth suitable for His eternal
purpose and built on a different principle. The new heaven and new earth described in
Revelation 21 has no similarity to the present earth and heaven.'’

THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH CREATED (REVELATION 21:1)

The opening verses of Revelation 21 describe the creation of the new heaven and the new
earth, which chronologically follows the thousand-year millennial reign of Christ described in
Revelation 20. Chapter 21 begins with the familiar words ‘I saw,’ an expression repeated in
verse 2. This new creation is described as ‘a new heaven and a new earth.” That it is a totally
new heaven and a new earth, and not the present heaven and earth renovated, is supported by
the additional statement, ‘for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away’ (also see
comments on 20:11). An amazingly small amount of information is given about the new heaven
and the new earth. But one major fact is stated in this verse: ‘there was no longer any sea.’

In contrast with the present earth, which has most of its surface covered by water, no large

body of water will be on the new earth. The Bible is silent, however, on any features of the first

heaven except the statement in 21:23 that there will be no sun or moon and, by implication, no

stars. The new heaven refers not to the abode
planetary space.

No landmarks whatever are given concerning the new earth, and nothing is known of its
characteristics, vegetation, color, or form. The implication, however, is that it is round and is
the residence of all who are saved. A few other references are found in Scripture in relation to
the new earth, including Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; and 2 Peter 3:10-13.

Because in some of these passages the Millennium is also discussed, some expositors have
often confused the eternal state with the Millennium. However, the principle is well established
in Scripture that distant events are often telescoped together. Examples of this are Isaiah 61:1-2

Y Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary :
An exposition of the scriptureéa/heaton, IL: Victor Books.
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(cf. Luke 4:17-19), which speaks of the first and second comings of Christ together, and Daniel
12:2, which mentions the resurrection of the righteous and of the wicked together even
though, according to Revelation 20:5, they will be separated by a thousand years. Sometimes
even the chronological order is reversed, as in Isaiah 65:17-25 (vv. 17-19 refers to the new
heaven and new earth whereas vv. 20-25 clearly refer to the Millennium). End-time events are
all also brought in close proximity in 2 Peter 3:10-13, where the beginning and the end of the
day of the Lord are mentioned in the same passage.

Though expositors have differed on this point, the conclusion is that the second coming of
Christ is followed by a thousand-year reign on earth, which is in turn is followed by a new
heaven and new earth, the dwelling place of the saints for eternity. With the absence of any
geographic identification and the absence of a sea, the new earth will obviously be entirely
different. By contrast, the sea is mentioned many times in relation to the Millennium (e.g., Ps.
72:8; Isa. 11:9, 11; Ezek. 47:8-20; 48:28; Zech. 9:10; 14:8). The evidence is conclusive that the
new heaven and new earth are not to be confused with the Millennium.

THE NEW JERUSALEM DESCRIBED (REVELATION 21:2-8)

John’s attention was then directed to a speci
namely, ‘the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared

as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.” The New Jerusalemiscalled* t he Hol y Ci ty
contrast with the earthly Jerusalem. As early as Rev. 3:12 the New Jerusalem was described as

“the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which
The fact that the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven and that it is not said to be created

at this point has raised the question as to whether it has been in existence during the

Millennium.®

In the Millennium the New Jerusalem clearly does not rest on the earth, for there is an earthly

Jerusalem and an earthly temple (Ezek. 40-48)." However the New Jerusalem is described as it

will be in the eternal state; it is said to be “a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”

Because the church is pictured in Scripture as a bride (2 Cor. 11:2), some have tried to identify

the New Jerusalem’ s inhabitants as specifical
dispensations. However, the use of marriage as an illustration is common in Scripture, not only

cf. cf. confer, compare
VV. WV. verses
VV. WV. verses

'® Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary :
An exposition of the scriptureéa/heaton, IL: Victor Books.
¥ Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). TheBible knowledge commentary :
An exposition of the scriptureéa/heaton, IL: Victor Books.
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to relate Christ to the church but also Yahweh to Israel. Though the city is compared to a
beautifully dressed bride, it actually is a city, not a person or group of people.20

Conclusion:

Though there will not be a resurrection of the present heavens and the present earth, there

wi || be a restoration of it as Christ returns
Il n fulfill ment of the wunconditional Abrahamic

restored earthly Jerusalem (2 Sam. 7:14). He will reign over a restored Israelite kingdom in the

l and God originally promised twibhrefubrectadBatnt;m and h
from all ages making up the ranks of its citizenship. We will rule and reign with Christ in our

resurrected and glorified bodies.

I n this 1,000 year millenni al kingdom on eart
creation without opposition. All believers of all ages will enter this earthly kingdom in

resurrected and glorified bodies which will allow us to enjoy eternal rewards and an

imperishable existence (1 Cor. 15:35ff). Only those believers who are saved during the

tribulation period, and who are not martyred, will enter the kingdom in their natural physical

bodies. At the end of the earthly millennial kingdom, all believers will enjoy a resurrected and

glorified state of existence when the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven and serves as

our home for all eternity.

*®Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary :
An exposition of the scriptureéa/heaton, IL: Victor Books.
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